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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Kalesworth  Urbo.n  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentleman, 

I have  the  honour  to  prooont  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
your  District  for  the  year  1972* 

There  has  been  a further  increase  in  the  population,  continuing 
the  trend  to  which  I drew  attention  last  year.  There  has  been  a steady  increase 
in  population  each  year  for  the  past  ton  years,  rising  from  2,290  in  1962,  to 
3,410  in  1972. 

The  number  of  live  births  during  1972  was  67,  compared  with  55  the 
year  before.  The  Adjusted  Birth  Rate  is  19.4  which  compares  very  favourably 
with  tho  figure  of  14.8  for  England  and  Wales  as  a whole. 

The  number  of  Deaths  in  1972  was  40,  which  is  much  the  same  as  in 
1971.  This  gives  an  Adjusted  Death  Rate  of  10,1  compared  with  12.1  for  England 
and  Wales, 


. There  were  no  still  births  during  the  year  and  only  one  Infant 

Death  under  one  year  of  age.  This  child  died  of  a Congenital  abnormality. 

A comparatively  small  proportion  of  the  "Causes  of  Death"  come3 
within  the  general  category  of  Cancer  - 18$.  Just  over  half  the  "Causes  of 
Death"  are  ascribed  to  "Heart  Disease"  in  its  various  manifestations. 

The  district  was  remarkably  free  from  infectious  diseases  during  the 
year,  no  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  having  in  fact  been  received. 

May  I again,  conclude  this  brief  summary  of  the  Health  Statistics  of 
your  District,  by  thanking  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  your  Committee,  for  the  interest 
you  have  shown  in  this  aspect  of  the  Council’s  work  during  the  year* 

I an,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
lour  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  G.  GEE, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  (in  acres) ..  1,107 

Pcegistrar-Genoral * s estimate  of  population  (Mid  1972) 3,410 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (estimated) *.  1,319 

Rateable  Value £143,849 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  (estimated) ..  ..  . . £1,350 


Halesworth 

England 

Urban 

and 

— * ‘ 

District 

Wales 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

Number ••  , . . . .. 

67 

Rate  per  1,000  population  ..  . . ..  

19.6 

14.S 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVID  BIRTHS  per  cent  of  total  live 

births  ••  ..  

1 

9 

STILL  BIRTHS 

Lumber  ..  ..  ..  • • ••  . • ••  ••  ••  ••  • • •• 

Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ••  . . •• 

Nil 

12 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS .. 

67 

► * 

INFANT  DEATHS  (Deaths  under  1 year) 

1 

- 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES 

Total  infant  deaths  under  1 year  per  1 ,000  total  live 
births ••  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ,.  

Legitimate  infant  deaths  under  1 year  per  1 ,000 

15 

17 

legitimate  live  births..  

15 

17 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  under  1 year  per  1 ,000 

illegitimate  live  births ..  . . ..  .. 

- 

21 

NiDO- NATAL  MORTALITY  RATS  (deaths  under  4 weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  

15 

12 

EARLY  LEO- NATAL  MORTALITY  RATE  (Deaths  under  1 week 

per  1 , 000  live  births ) • • 

15 

10 

JPERINATAL  MORTALITY  RATS  (Still  births  and  deaths 

under  1 week  combined  per  1 ,000  total  live  and 
still  births)  ••  ••  ••  ••  . . 

15 

22 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ..  ••  •• 

J c « » 1 * » * » 

. t 

1 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


STILL  BIRTHS 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

- , , 

- 

— 

Legitimate,  ,,  

— 

mm 

Illegitimate  

- 

- 

- 



DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 YEAR  OF  AGE 

— 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

1 

— 

1 

Legitimate,  ,,  ,,  ,, 

1 

— 

1 

Illegitimate  ,.  „ 

- 

- 

- 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  4 WEEKS  OF  AGE 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

TOTAL ’, 

1 

1 

Legitimate ',,  ',, 

1 

mm 

1 

Illegitimate  ,,  

* 

•• 

DEATHS  OF  INFaNTS  UNDER  1 WEEK  OF  AGE 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

Legit  imate,  ,,  

Illegitimate  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

DEATHS  - ALL  AGES 

— 

Kale 

Female 

TOT/iL 

TOTAL .* 

17 

23 

40 

2 


RATES 


Halesxv'orth 

England 

Urban 

and 

' ’ • • - ; 

District 

Wales 

Illegitimacy  rate  (per  1,000  Live  Births)  ..  •• 

1.0 

9.0 

Adjusted  Birth  Rate.  ..  . . ..  ..  ,.  ..  .. 

19.4 

14.8 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  ..  •• 

11.7 

12.1 

Adjusted  Death  Rate.  ..  .. 

10.1 

12.1. 

Comparability  Factor  (births)  ••  ••  *99 
Comparability  Factor  (deaths)  ••  ••  .36 

CAUSES  OF  ■ IilFAIIT  DEATHS 


SEX 

AGE 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

M 

Under  1 week 

Congenital  Abnormality 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


CL  USES  OF  DEATH 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  ,,  

. 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other.  ..  ..  ..  ,,  ..  ., 

- 

- 

- 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease.,  .. 

— 

— 

- 

4. 

Diphtheria..  ..  ..  .,  ..  ..  ,,  .. 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  Cough ..  ,.  ..  ,.  .. 

- 

- 

- 

6. 

Cerebrovascular  Disease.  ..  .,  ...  ..  . . 

4 

4 

8 

7. 

Acute  poliomyelitis.  . . .,  ..  ..  ..  ..• 

• - 

- 

- 

3. 

Measles.  ..  ..  ..  ..  ...........  ... 

— 

- 

- 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases..  . • 

— 

— 

- 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  , . .. 

1 

3 

4 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus. 

1 

— 

1 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast,.  

- 

1 

1 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach,  T . t.  t#  (t 

1 

1 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm..  ... 

— 

— 

- 

15. 

Other  Endocrine  Diseases  ..  ,,  .,  .. 

— 

— 

16, 

Diabetes  ..  , • .....  .. 

1 

...  . 

— 

1 

Carried  forward  • . 

7 

9 

16 

. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

17. 

Brought  forward  .. 
Other  diseases  of  nervous  svstem.  . . ..  .. 

7 

— 

9 

16 

18. 

Ischaemic  Heart  Disease 

6 

6 

12 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease..  

20. 

Other  heart  diseases .. 

1 

2 

3 

21. 

Other  circulatory  diseases ,, 

1 

1 

22. 

Influenza  ..  ..  ..  

1 

m m 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia T.  tt 

1 

mm 

1 

24. 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema 

M 

2 

2 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system.  ..  .. 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  .. 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ••  ..  . , 

M 

20. 

Hephritis  and  nephrosis..  

— 

mm 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate..  ..  ..  .,  ,.  .. 

— 

— 

mm 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion,.  ..  ..  .. 

1 

1 

31. 

Congenital  malformation..  ..  ..  ..  ,.  ,, 

1 

1 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . • . . 

mm 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents..  

mm 

34* 

All  other  accidents..  ••  .. 

— 

mm 

mm 

35. 

Suicide..  ..  

mm 

mm 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  

M 

mm 

mm 

37. 

Other  Diseases  of  Digestive  system  

1 

1 

38. 

Diseases  of  Musculo-Skolotal  system. 

- 

1 

1 

17 

23 

40 

TABLE  SHOEING  TILL  MORE  IMPORTANT  CAUSES  OF 


i'i  CLIBEiiS  nl:D  PERCENTAGES 


Caused  of  death 

NO.  OF  DEATHS 

PERCENTAGE 

1 971  1 972 

1971 

1972 

Diseases  of  Circulatory  system •• 

31 

24 

67.0 

60.0 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system,  •••  ••  - •• 

- 

- 

- 

Malignant!  diseases  ••  ••  . . ...  •• 

10 

7 

21 .0 

18.0 

Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  .. 

2 

1 

4.0 

2.0 

Influenza ••  ••  ••  ••  ..  ..  ..  . . . . . . 

- 

1 

- 

2.0 

All  other  causes  ••  ••  ••  . . 

4 

7 

8.0 

18.0 

TOTAL.. 

47 

40 

100.0 

100.0 

In  1972,  77$  of  all  deaths  fell  under  the  first  three  headings. 
The  comparable  figure  for  1971  was  87$  and  for  1970  was  67$ 
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COHRuiATI^  qJ^TIqTICS 
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Infectious  Diseases 


number  of  all  confirned  cases  of  Infectious  and  other  notifiable 

Diseases  notified  burin:'  the  year  1972,  according  to  a^e  and  sex. 


Infectious  Diseases 

AGE 

Male 

Female 

TOTAL 

Under  1..  ..  ••  . • «.  .. 

1 - 

2 - 

3 - 

4 - 

5-9 

10  - 14 

15-24 

25-44  

45-64  

65  or  over  ..  . . 

TOTAL 

\ 

Diseases  notified  durina  the  ye 

ar,  classifi 

od  according 

to  month 

of  occurrence 
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T JDintC  ULOS  Is 


Males 

Females 

TOTAL 

Pulmonary 

II on- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

II  Oil— 

Pulmonary 

Ho.  of  cases  on  the  Register 
at  31st  December,  1971..  •• 

1 

1 

2 

2 

6 

I'lo.  of  cases  added  during 
the  year  . . . . . . . . « . 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

No.  of  cases  removed  during 
the  year  ••  ••  ••  ••  .. 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

No.  of  cases  on  the  Register 
at  31st  December,  1972..  ., 

1 

l 

\fi 

1 

2 

- 

4 

GASES  ADDED  TO  TILE  REGISTER 

GASES  REMOVED  FROM  REGISTER 

New  notifications  ..  . . .. 

im 

Recovered  

2 

Inward  Transfers.  •.  ..  •• 

~ 

Died  . . ..  ..  ..  ..  .. 

- 

Removed  to  other  areas..  •• 

- 

TOTAL. . .. 

- 

TOTAL. . .. 

2 

CASES  PIT  TUG  REGISTER.  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  AND  SEX  AT  31st  DECEMBER. 

1972 


AGE  GROUP 

Male 

Female 

— 

TOTAL 

Under  5 years  ••  ••  ••  ••  ..  . . 

•• 

— 

5-14  years ..  ..  

— 

— 

— 

15-24  years .,  ..  .. 

— 

— 

— 

25-44  years  ..  ..  

1 

2 

3 

45  - 64  years  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  .,  .,  .. 

65  years  and  over  ..  ..  

1 

— 

1 

Age  unknown tt  ..  T T t _ 

- 

- 

— 

TOTAL  

2 

2 

4 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SURVEY OR/PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  FOR  THE 


I ERR  1972 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  for  the  year  1972. 

Water  Supply. 

The  Water  Supply  within  the  Urban  District  is  under  the  control  of  the 
East  Anglian  Water  Company.  The  principal  sources  of  supply  are  boreholes  and 
Pumping  Stations  at  Holton  and  Walpole  - these  sources  are  inter-connected  and 
form  a ring  main  to  supply  the  Town.  There  are  two  towers,  Bungay  Road  and 
London  Road  which  are  used  for  storage.  The  original  Town  supply,  an  artesian 
bore  with  head  works  in  Chediston  Street,  Halcsworth,  is  held  in  reserve,and 
could  be  used  in  emergency  to  supplement  supplies. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriolgical  examinations  of  the  water  have  shown  that 
it  is  free  from  zinc,  copper  and  lead,  and  has  a rea-ction  slightly  on  the  alkaline 
side  of  neutrality.  It  is  very  hard  in  character  but  its  hardness  and  its 
content  of  saline  constituents  in  solution  are  not  considered  excessive.  It  is  of 
a high  standard  of  organic  quality  and  bacterial  purety. 


Number  of  houses  supplied  directly  from  mains  ..  ..  ..  1,277 

Number  of  shops  supplied  directly  from  mins  ••  ••  . . ..  44 

Number  of  Offices  supplied  directly  from  mains.  ..  ••  21 

Combined  business  and  dwelling,  premises  supplied  directly  from  mains  ••  30 


Total  number  of  properties  supplied  with  unmetered  water  ••  ..  ••  ••  1,372 


Number  of  standpipes  ##  ##  ##  ##  ##  ##  ##  ##  ##  #>  tt  2 

Number  of  hoses  ..  105 

Number  of  Metered  supplies.  • • 41 

Number  of  houses  not  supplied  from  rains ••  ••  ••  2 

Number  of  Miscellaneous  properties  (Churches  etc). ••  . . 10 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  situated  off  the  Bramfieid  Road,  within  the 
Urban  District  boundary,  deals  with  sewage  from  the  villages  of  Wissett,  Holton  and 
Blyford,  in  addition  to  sewage  from  Halcsworth. 

Laboratory  examination  of  samples  of  effluent  taken  throughout  the 
year  have  been  very  satisfactory. 

Whilst  experimental  work  is  continuing  on  the  sludge  burning  project  at 
the  Sewage  Works,  evaluation  t-sts  have  been  carried  out  by  Firms  who  are  interested 
in  the  project  a.s  a commercial  proposition.  It  may  bo  of  interest  that  the  cost 
of  constructing  the  burners  at  present  in  use  was  £60  for  three  burners.  Using 
only  one  of  these  burners  it  has  been  found  possible  to  burn  three  and  a half  tons 
of  dried  sludge  per  day,  dried  sludge  having  been  tested  to  65%  moisture  content. 
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Tho  principle  sna,;;  is  lack  of  means  of  mechanical  stoking.  Farther,  it  has  been 
proved  that,  with  the  introduction  of  high  volur.ro/low  pressure  air,  rate  of  burn 
can  be  stepped  up  to  a limit  imposed  only  by  the  formation  of  very  heavy  cl inher- 
ing. This  clinker,  which  occurs  at  approximately  1200  G,  is  extremely  valuable 
when  broken  down. 


Public  Cleansing, 


A weekly  collection  of  household  refuse  is  made  by 
two  men  and  one  modern  Compression  vehicle.  Trade  Refuse  is 
using  tractor  and  adapted  trailer  for  collection  and  is  then 

burning. 


the  Council  employing 
collected  weekly 
burnt  under  controlled 


Refuse  disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  at  Cookley,  within  the  district 
of  the  Blyth  Rural  District  Council. 


With  Re- organisation  of  Local  Government,  the  responsibility  for  refuse 
disposal  becomes  the  duty  of  the  new  County  authority.  Whilst  there  are  many  who 
are  against  tipping,  and  one  must  admit  that  unless  tipping  is  tightly  controlled 
they  have  valid  arguments,  it  must  be  pointed  out  that  this  means  of  disposal  is 
a very  important  factor  in  land  reclamation  and,  that  the  contruction  of  very 
expensive  disposal  complexes  will,  in  addition  to  their  own  considerable  basic 
capital  cost,  necessitate  Ion  :er  haulage  costs  with  increased  outlay  for  transport 
and  Staff, 

Street  gullies  are  emptied  by  mechanical  means,  using  a tractor  drawn 
tanker  adapted  for  this  purpose. 

Street  cleaning  is  carried  cut  daily.  Situated  as  the  centre  of  a large 
catchment  area  and  tho  focal  point  several  main  roads  combined  with  the  vary  rapid 
natural  growth  of  the  Town  causes  a corresponding  increase  in  the  amount  of  private 
and  business  traffic  both  to  and  through  tho  Town  but  it  would,  appear  that  street 
cleaning  as  such,  presents  a problem  varying  very  much  with  the  weather. 


~s  stated  in  previous  reports  grass  cutting  presents  a 
problem.  It  is  a load  which  increases  yearly  and  there  is  little 
the  completion  of  the  new  Amenity  Area  that  consideration  must  be 
employment  of  separate  Staff  for  this  service  alone. 


considerable 
doubt  that  with 
given  to  the 


Rodent  Control. 


Ono  of  the  Council’s  employees  has  be~n  trained  in  this  work  and  deals 
with  this  work  as  his  services  are  required. 

41  complaints  wore  dealt  with  during  the  year  under  review. 

Rodent  Control  has  been  maintained  through  the  year  at  the  Council’s 
lief  use  Tip  and  Sewage  Works. 


Disinfestation. 

This  service  is  available  to  the  public.  Whilst  the  calls  made  upon  this 
service  could  be  termed  as  light,  it  is  a matter  of  note  that  in  the  period  under 
review  over  84  complaints  of  wasps  nests  were  dealt  with  - this  is  remarkably  high 
for  a comparatively  small  Urban  Authority. 
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Food  Promises 


There  are  38  food  promises  in  the  area  and  69  visits  wore  made  during  the 

year. 

Of  those,  10  provisos  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream.  No 
Ice  Cream  is  manufactured  in  the  area. 

Four  premises  are  registered*  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages. 

On  one  occasion  it  has  been  necessary  to  draw  the  attention  of  the  Shop- 
keeper to  conditions  in  his  premises,  the  natter  was  dealt  with  immediately. 

ii leat  and  Food  Promises . 


Thera  is  no  slaughterhouse  in  the  .urea. 

Once  again  it  is  pleasinL  to  report  on  the  very  high  standard  of 
storage  and  display  in  the  Butchers  shops  in  the  Area. 

It  has  been  noted  that  increasing  care  is  being  shown  in  the  preparation 
rooms  of  such  premises  which  are  maintaining  a very  high  standard. 


Housing. 

During  the  year,  41  houses  were  inspected,  12  were  found  to  be  in 
some  respect,  unsatisfactory  and  in  all  cases  work  of  repair  lias  been  carried  out. 


22  new  houses  wore  built  by  the  Local  Authority. 

23  nev  houses  were  built  by  Private  Enterprise, 

7 Discretionary  Grants  and  7 Standard  Grants  were  made  during  the 
year. 
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FACTORS  ACT.  1961 


Fgrt  1 of  the  Act 


1 . Inspection  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  Health, 


— . 1 

t 

Lumber 

Number  of 

(1) 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspections 

(3) 

i 

Written 

Notices 

(4)  ! 

• ! 

1 1 " 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

1 . Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local 
Authority  ••  ••  •• 

7 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

2,  Factories  not  in- 
duced in  (1 ) in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  Local 
Authority 

32 

i 

50 

Nil 

Nil 

3*  Other  premises  in 
which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the 

Local  Authority 
(Fxcludinj  Out- 
W orhers 1 premises ) , . 

9 

9 

Nil 

Nil 

TOTAL 

43 

71 

Nil 

Nil 

11 


2,  CasoS  in  which  defects  were  found. 


PART  VIII  OF  TRS  ACT 


"OUTWORK” 

Sections  1 33  and  134 

A "NIL"  RETURN 
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OFFICES  SHOPS  ALT)  HAILEY  PREMISES  ACT.  1963. 


The  Registration  of  premises  under  the  above  Act  has  been  continued  and  the 
following  Statistics  are  submitted 

Offices 37 

Retail  Shops..  56 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses  ••  ••  10 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public,  canteens ••  . . 7 

Fuel  storage  depots  ..  ..  ..  - 

Total  number  of  visits  made  to  Registered  Frenis ^s  • . 110 


Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  Re  ,1st orec  i:  re  raises  by  Workplaces : 

Offices  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  ..  ••  ..  ..  14S 

Retail  Shops •.  • . ..  . . ..  ..  193 

Wholesale  departments,  Warehouses ••  26 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  ..  «.  23 

Canteens ••  1 4 

Fuel  storage  depots  ••  ••  «.  . . *.  ..  ..  ..  - 


Total 404 


Total  Males  : 205 

Total  Females:  ••  199 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.W.Y.  BUCKLiSY, 

Survey or/Public  Health  Inspector. 


% 
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